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Setting the minimum unit price of alcohol, December 2018
Tenovus Cancer Care is Wales’ leading cancer charity. Our aims are simple. We want to help prevent, treat
and find a cure for cancer.
We do this by offering support, advice and treatment to cancer patients and their loved ones. We also promote
healthy lifestyles and fund cancer research to find new ways to prevent it, diagnose it, and treat it.
We welcome the opportunity to respond to this important consultation.
1. We invite comments on the draft regulations included in annex one which sets out the proposed
minimum unit price of 50p.
Tenovus Cancer Care strongly believes in the importance of a targeted Minimum Unit Price for alcohol.
Alcohol is well established as a known carcinogen1, for which there is no safe level of consumption.2 We
welcome Welsh Government’s commitment to driving down alcohol related cancers, and improving public
health in Wales.
Alcohol is estimated to account for around 3% of all cancers in the UK3 and is 61% more affordable than it was
in 1980.4 5 Based on the available evidence, we have previously stated support for a Minimum Pricing of 45p50p per unit would contribute to lowering long term instances of alcohol related harm.6
A recent study by the University of Sheffield showed that minimum unit pricing provides the biggest health
benefits for harmful drinkers in the poorest sections of society.7 In turn this would contribute substantially to a
reduction of health inequalities.
As a result Tenovus Cancer Care strongly supports the proposed minimum unit price of 50p and believe this
policy will deliver clear benefits, not just in the prevention of certain types of cancer, but also by relieving
strains on other sections of the NHS in Wales.
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